[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Mr. Shoop,

I am writing to you today in direct opposition to the 7,903 acres of public minerals in the North Fork Valley included in the December 2018 BLM Lease Sale.

Lease sales in the North Fork Valley were deferred by the BLM for a good reason: the current Resource Management Plan for the Uncompahgre Planning Area is stale and does not take into consideration all of the new research and now known risks and consequences of hydraulic fracturing to human health and the environment.  None of the issues raised regarding the deficiencies of the current RMP have been resolved since 2011 and 2012 in a way that merits leasing under the current RMP.

Fill in the remainder of the letter with your own reasons, feel free to use and expand on any of the reasons below, or any of your own.

· The proposed leases threaten the lives and livelihoods of thousands of North Fork Valley residents dependent on the region’s clean air, water, and soils. 
· The North Fork Valley is the organic breadbasket of Colorado, and a growing agritourism hub as well. 
· Fracking and natural gas development are utterly incompatible with the thriving, diverse, resilient, and sustainable economy in the North Fork Valley.
· The area around the Paonia reservoir is geologically unstable. Researchers at a Canadian university found direct links to fracking and induced seismicity, and as a result recommended a 3-mile buffer around sensitive infrastructure like the Paonia Dam.
· The infrastructure used to transport the gas produced from these leases utilizes rural gas gathering lines, which are unsafe and unregulated. The BLM should put a moratorium on all natural gas development until the safety and reliability of this unregulated gas transportation network can be independently verified. 
· The BLM should not be offering leases for sale so close to the conclusion of the RMP revision process. Any additional leases or drilling undertaken prior to the finalization of the new RMP will prejudice the years-long revision process. This lease sale violates a longstanding internal BLM decision to not offer new leases during an RMP revision. The new BLM internal leasing memo that is guiding the sale takes important decisions out of the local Field Manager’s hands, and places it in the hands of a far-off, acting StateDirector. This is unacceptable.

I am adding my voice to a chorus that is already 42,000 voices strong: don’t frack the fork!! 

Please, withdraw the North Fork Valley lease parcels from the December 2018 lease sale. It is the only way to ensure that this vital, irreplaceable region is not irreparably harmed.

Sincerely,
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